
 AUSTIN PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

 
Fall 2014 Special Student / Auditor Course Offerings

 

THE BIBLICAL DEPARTMENT

M REQUIRED COURSES

Bi.102 Introduction to the Old Testament Credits: 6

Prof: Gregory Cuéllar / gcuellar@austinseminary.edu Rm: 

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors with permission of instructor. 

Meets: Tuesday/Thursday, 9:30-10:50 a.m.

This course is a study of the Old Testament as shaped by the varied circumstances in
which the faith and life of the believing communities found expression. 

Prerequisite(s):
none

Bi.108 Elementary Biblical Hebrew Credits: 6

Prof: Suzie Park / spark@austinseminary.edu Rm: 

Note: Open to Special Students and Auditors with permission of instructor. Limit 3-5 of each.

Meets: Tuesday/Thursday, 1:00-2:20 p.m.

This course is designed to equip a student with basic reading skills in biblical Hebrew
making extensive use of selected readings from the Hebrew Bible.

Prerequisite(s):
none

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE CHURCH’S MINISTRY

M REQUIRED COURSES

CM.222 Theological & Practical Foundations of Christian Education Credits: 6

Prof: David White / dwhite@austinseminary.edu Rm: 

Note: Open to Special Students and Auditors with permission of instructor.

Meets: Monday, 2:30-5:20 p.m.

This course explores theological and practical foundations for envisioning the church’s
task of Christian education. Attention is given to Barth’s doctrine of the Holy Spirit,
which is employed as a heuristic framework for holding together the multiple
dimensions of Christian education as represented by key works in the field. The aim of
this course is to provide students with theological and pedagogical perspectives to
guide congregations’ educational ministry and mission.

i Note: This required course will also be offered in Spring 2015.

Prerequisite(s):
none
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M ELECTIVE COURSES – Department of the Church’s Ministry

CM.229 Theatre of the Oppressed (Workshop)* Credits: 6

Prof: David White / dwhite@austinseminary.edu Rm: 

Note: Open to Special Students and Auditors with permission of instructor. 

Meets: Tuesday, 6:00-9:00 p.m.

Theatre is utilized by many communities to study how they are embedded within
particular cultural contexts. *Theatre of the Oppressed (TO) is a pedagogical technique
pioneered by Brazilian educator Augusto Boal widely employed to mobilize people to act
more justly and faithfully. This course focuses on practicing and leading TO theatre
activities that can be used in faith communities. No theatre experience is required, but
students should be prepared to create a non-judgmental and generous community of
learners. 

Prerequisite(s):
none

CM./TH.269  The Doctrine and Polity of the United Methodist Church Credits: 6

Prof: Robert Hall / rhall9009@gmail.com Rm: 

Note: Open to Special Students and Auditors with permission of instructor.

Meets: Monday, 2:30-5:20 p.m.

The purpose of this course is to contribute to students understanding of the doctrinal
heritage of the United Methodist Church, and to study the nature and functioning of
the United Methodist Church as an institutional expression of the denomination’s
theological assumptions and historical development. Students examine the origins of
Methodist doctrinal heritage and its distinctive features, consider the contributions
made by Methodist doctrine to the church catholic, and begin a discussion of the way
in which one might address crucial contemporary issues in the light of that theological
tradition. We also study United Methodist institutional structures as instruments of
ministry, paying attention to the system’s uses of power and authority, and to the
processes of change within the ecclesiastical structures.

Prerequisite(s):
none

THEOLOGICAL-HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT

M REQUIRED COURSES

TH.100 Introduction to the History of Christianity:  Apostolic Era to 1650 Credits: 6

Prof: David Johnson / dwjohnson@austinseminary.edu Rm: 

Note: Open to Special Students. Auditors need permission of instructor.

Meets: Monday, 1:00-2:20 p.m. and Thursday, 2:30-3:50 p.m.

This course surveys the development of Christianity from the earliest communities
established by the apostles through the Reformation era. Attention is given to the
critical turning points for Christianity in relation to the state, the practice of worship
and piety, and institutional development.

Prerequisite(s):
none
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M REQUIRED COURSES – Theological-Historical Department, cont.

TH.104 Theology:  Doctrines and Themes Credits: 6

Prof: Cindy Rigby / crigby@austinseminary.edu Rm: 

Note: Open to Special Students. Closed to Auditors. Limit 10.

Meets: Monday, 6:00-9:00 p.m.

This course explores the basic doctrines and themes of Christian systematic theology,
including:  revelation, Trinity, creation, humanity, sin, christology, atonement, Holy
Spirit, church, and eschatology. Students learn basic theological vocabulary and are
invited to explore some of the main questions people of faith have always raised about
the relevance of Christian doctrine to their actual lives. Students study the theology of
John Calvin and are also introduced to a broad range of thinkers and ideas that have
shaped theological discourse through the centuries and into today. 

Prerequisite(s):
none

TH.200 Introduction to Christian Ethics Credits: 6

Prof: Asante Todd / atodd@austinseminary.edu Rm: 

Note: Open to Special Students and Auditors with permission of instructor. Limit 4.

Meets: Wednesday/Friday, 9:30-10:50 a.m.

This course serves as an introduction to basic themes, concepts, and methodologies of
Christian ethics, understood as Christian reflection on the sources, norms, practices, and ends
of human (moral) life. Among topics addressed are: natural law, virtue theory, liberationist
ethics, and Christian feminist ethics. Objectives of the course are to gain a clear understanding
of our moral commitments, to assist in developing a basic vocabulary in moral theory and
theology, and to introduce students to a number of approaches to Christian moral discern-
ment.  

Prerequisite(s):
none

TH.204 Introduction to World Religions Credits: 6

Prof: Whit Bodman / wbodman@austinseminary.edu Rm: 

Note: Open to Special Students. Closed to Auditors.

Meets: Lecture:  Tuesday 2:30-4:20 p.m. AND small group: #1 Wednesday, 1:00-1:50 p.m. OR #2 Friday,
10:00-10:50 a.m. OR #3 Friday 1:00-1:50 p.m.

In this course students study the origin, history, basic beliefs, practice, and internal
diversity of several of the major religious traditions of the world - Buddhism, Hinduism,
Judaism, Islam - as well as two indigenous traditions. Students engage participants in
each of these traditions and visit worship sites for several traditions. This course focuses
on the process, etiquette and challenges of studying and engaging another religious
community; and the particular theological issues that each of these traditions raises for
Christians.

Prerequisite(s):
TH.104 or
TH.106

Fall 2014 Course Descriptions   /  rev. July 8, 2014 / Page 3



M REQUIRED COURSES – Theological-Historical Department, cont.

TH.206 Biomedical Ethics Credits: 6

Prof: Bill Greenway / wgreenway@austinseminary.edu. Rm: 

Note: Open to Special Students and Auditors with permission of instructor.

Meets: Monday/Wednesday, 9:30-10:50 a.m.

This course focuses upon issues in biomedical ethics especially pertinent to Christian
pastors, chaplains, and counselors. Special attention is given to beginning- and
end-of-life issues (e.g., genetic screening, abortion, euthanasia), issues in animal
(including human) experimentation, transhumanism, and issues related to distribution
of scarce resources and access to health care. Students gain familiarity with the
four-fold focus on the principles of autonomy, nonmaleficence, beneficence, and justice
that inform contemporary Western biomedical ethics and legal theory, as well as the
distinctive principles invoked by various Christian confessions.

Prerequisite(s):
none

M ELECTIVE COURSES – Theological-Historical Department

TH.288 Theology and Sexuality Credits: 6

Prof: Tiffany Puett (adjunct faculty) / contact djensen@austinseminary.edu Rm: 

Note: Open to Special Students and Auditors with permission of David Jensen.  Limit 2

Meets: Wednesday/Friday, 8:00-9:20 a.m.

This course surveys the history of Christian reflection on sex, gender, the body, and
marriage. Students explore several doctrines of Christian faith such as christology, the
human person, and the sacraments, asking how they make a difference in
understanding our lives as sexual beings. Readings include foundational writers from
patristic, medieval, and Reformation periods as well as contemporary theologians who
critique earlier writers and reclaim neglected strands of tradition. Students pay special
attention to contemporary debates  in Christian churches about human sexuality. 

Prerequisite(s):
TH.104,
TH.106 or
permission of
the instructor.
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